Summary Care Record
 

The NHS is moving towards Electronic Patient Records (ECR’s), stored centrally and accessible to a wide variety of NHS staff – although with the strictest safeguards to protect medical information and preserve confidentiality.  At first these will consist only of basic ‘demographic’ information (like names, addresses, NHS number etc) as well as some information extracted from your GP record about e.g. allergies, adverse reactions and the medication you take.

Gradually, however, the records will grow to include as much information as possible about the treatment you receive both from your own family doctor, hospital consultants and attached staff like physiotherapists or specialist nurses.  They could improve communication and make emergency treatment quicker and better. But anonymised versions will also be accessible by non-clinical NHS staff for audit, research, public health surveillance etc.

Many believe that this type of electronic record is essential for the best possible care in the 21st century. Others worry that patient confidentiality may be at risk, and the data vulnerable to misuse.

Most doctors think that patients should be able to opt-in to the system, and that the Government should not take consent for granted by making people opt-out if they don’t like it.  In the plain English, the choice should be yours.  Some may have no obligation to sharing their data with third parties, subject to rigorous safeguards. Others may prefer to limit their participation in the scheme. They can choose not to have such a record at all. This decision will be recorded in your GP’s notes using a special code.

If you decide that you are happy to have a summary care record, you need to do nothing more. However, if you wish to withhold all clinical data from the Summary Care Record you will need to tell your GP and complete an Opt out form 
You will need to print it out and post it back to us.  Alternatively opt out forms are available within the practice.  

Summary Care Records cannot be created without the agreement and cooperation of GP Practices.
 

To find out more information about Summary Care Records please visit the website 
http://www.nhscarerecords.nhs.uk/
